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Press release
La Folle Journée “Beethoven”
– Return of the classics
23–26 September 2021, Warsaw
Sinfonia Varsovia
Teatr Wielki – National Opera
Church of Art Societies


[bookmark: __DdeLink__211_2487327442]The La Folle Journée Festival returns to Warsaw for its 11th edition. The last weekend of September will bring the sheer joy of music with concerts held from morning till night. This year’s edition features 32 events, an array of renowned artists from Poland and abroad, and masterful orchestral and chamber music of Ludwig van Beethoven, whose 250th birthday we celebrated last year.
Ten Polish editions of La Folle Journée featured over 600 performances, hosted several thousand artists, and attracted over 350 thousand concertgoers. Since its inception, the Festival has been held at the Teatr Wielki – Polish National Opera and organized by Sinfonia Varsovia. The revolutionary format of the Warsaw-based Festival involves a dizzying number of short concerts held over the course of a few days with a captivating repertoire and affordable ticket prices. La Folle Journée started in France in 1984 and has been organized by the Centre de Réalisations et d'Études Artistiques à Nantes (CRÉA). The festival brought about a true revolution in the world of classical music, quickly gaining ground in other countries.
[bookmark: __DdeLink__201_2290156582]This year’s edition revolves around the life and music of Ludwig van Beethoven. There are many paradoxical opinions related to the image of the composer from Bonn: a gruff brute composing artful and subtle quartets. Impatient and impulsive creator of grand symphonies. An idealist skillfully minding his own business. The author of timeless masterpieces focused on the temporal. A distrustful optimist. A loner arousing universal interest. An inspired genius who meticulously planned his schedule around composing. A democrat and revolutionary at the service of aristocrats. A bourgeois infatuated with rural life. A child of the Enlightenment driven by emotions.
The four-day Festival takes a closer look at the rich oeuvre and intricate life paths of the composer and deeply committed humanist, who was not indifferent to the plight of his fellow human beings and the future of the world. Alongside Beethoven's orchestral and chamber works, the repertoire also showcases pieces inspired by his music. They are accompanied by events for children.
La Folle Journée features world-class soloists, such as Liya Petrova, who made a recording of Beethoven's Violin Concerto in D major together with Sinfonia Varsovia, and François-Frédéric Guy, who invited the Orchestra to record the composer's complete piano concertos. Other guest artists include Jonas Vitaud, Marcin Masecki, Aurélien Pascal, Adrien Boisseau, Jakub Haufa, and Paul Lay with conductors Alexander Liebreich and Bassem Akiki. The line-up also includes renowned chamber ensembles, including Sinfonietta Cracovia conducted by Jurek Dybał, Lutosławski Piano Duo, Trio Owon, and Meccore String Quartet, which will join Sinfonia Varsovia’s musicians in various ensembles, such as Sinfonia Varsovia Camerata.
The Festival offers a chance to hear Beethoven's orchestral masterpieces in masterful interpretations and unusual arrangements. On 25 September (Saturday), Marcin Masecki will join the Sinfonia Varsovia Panharmonicon Orchestra in the Clash of Empires performance (1 PM), featuring the artist’s own arrangements of Wellington's Victory and the “Emperor” Piano Concerto No. 5 in E-flat major for an unusual wind ensemble. In the evening (7 PM), Liya Petrova (violin), Aurélien Pascal (cello), and Jonas Vitaud (piano) will share the stage with with Sinfonia Varsovia to perform the Triple Concerto in C major under Bassem Akiki. 
On Sunday, 26 September at 11 AM François-Frédéric Guy will play and conduct Beethoven's first two piano concertos, and at 5 PM Bassem Akiki will conduct the Symphony No. 6 in F major “Pastoral” arranged for wind instruments by Andreas N. Tarkmann (world premiere). At 1 PM, Sinfonia Varsovia, led by Alexander Liebreich, will play Symphony No. 7 in A major, which Richard Wagner called "the apotheosis of dance". The final concert will see the masterpiece of the violin music, Violin Concerto in D major, performed by Liya Petrova with Sinfonia Varsovia as well as a feisty piece, The Nine Symphonies of Beethoven, composed by the recently deceased Dutch contemporary composer, Louis Andriessen.
In addition to several concerts with Sinfonia Varsovia performing as full-scale symphony orchestra, the program also features chamber ensembles. The repertoire includes Beethoven’s chamber music classics, from songs and sonatas through trios and quartets to a septet. Jonas Vitaud will appear with a solo recital that features Variations and Fugue in E-flat major (Eroica Variations) and Piano Sonata “Tempest” (Sunday, 6 PM), Jakub Haufa (violin) and François-Frédéric Guy (piano) will form a duo for the Kreutzer and Moonlight Sonatas (Thursday, 9 PM), and the Owon Trio will play the Trio in B-flat major “Archduke” (Saturday, 8:30 PM). The program would not be complete without string quartets – the Meccore String Quartet will perform Beethoven's first published string quartet in F major, the late Grosse Fuge in B-flat major (Saturday, 2 PM), and the great String Quartet No. 15 in A minor (Sunday, 11 AM). One of the Festival’s highlights will be the Septet in E-flat major (Saturday, 3 PM) performed by an ensemble made up of Polish and international musicians – Radosław Soroka (clarinet), Piotr Kaminski (bassoon), Henryk Kowalewicz (French horn), Liya Petrova (violin), Adrien Boisseau (viola), Aurélien Pascal (cello), and Nicholas Franco (double bass).
The Festival also showcases lesser-known arrangements of Beethoven's large-scale instrumental works for small ensembles. These include transcriptions close to home music-making, which in the composer's day, and before the invention of sound recording, was an essential part of a musical diet. The Lutosławski Piano Duo, accompanied by Izabella Szałaj-Zimak (violin) and Michał Pepol (cello), will play Beethoven's Symphony No. 5 in C minor and Prokofiev's Symphony No. 1 in D major “Classical” (Friday 7 PM and Saturday 5 PM). The Owon Trio will share the stage with violist Adrien Boisseau in a performance of the Symphony No. 3 in E-flat major “Eroica” (Sunday, 7 PM), and a quintet of Sinfonia Varsovia Camerata musicians will join forces with Jonas Vitaud to present the Piano Concerto No. 4 in G major (Saturday, 11 AM).
[bookmark: __DdeLink__3426_2189183060]The program also leaves room for unusual events, including Cooking with Beethoven – a musical and culinary feast with Sinfonietta Cracovia at the Sinfonia Varsovia’s Concert Pavilion (Thursday, 23 September, 7 PM), Beethoven at night – Paul Lay takes another look at Beethoven’s works improvising on the composer's themes (Friday and Saturday, 9 PM), and Songs from the Meadows and Streets – participants of the Opera Academy of the Teatr Wielki – Polish National Opera will sing Beethoven’s lesser-known songs – arrangements of melodies from nine European countries including Poland (Sunday, 26 September, 3 PM).
This year's educational program for children is varied and has been divided into four age groups: 0–2, 2–5, 3–7, and 8+. The youngest children (0–2 and 2–5 years of age) will be introduced to Beethoven’s music by Auntie Ada Wdziękońska and visiting artists, who have programmed two Smykofonie [Toddler Philharmonic] concerts – on Thursday, For Elise and for everyone (10 AM, 11:15 AM, and 12:30 PM), and on Friday, Mr Beethoven on a trip (10 AM, 11:15 AM, and 12:30 PM). On Saturday, the Play by Ear Theater invites older children (3–7 years of age) to the Bird Wedding (10 AM and 3 PM), which draws on the beautiful Polish folk tradition of singing, playing, and dancing. On Sunday, 26 September, the musical dragon will discover something fascinating in the Little Basil's boxes and spells (10 AM and 3 PM) and will be introduced to the world of instruments by Malina Sarnowska and the musicians of Sinfonia Varsovia. For the oldest children (ages 8+), the Il Canto vocal ensemble will sing The Ballad of Ludwig (Saturday and Sunday, 7 PM), a story about the composer's life. 
Concerts of this year’s edition will be held at the Sinfonia Varsovia’s headquarters (272 Grochowska Street), the concert halls of the Teatr Wielki – Polish National Opera (1 Theatre Square), and the St. Andrew the Apostle and St. Albert Chmielowski Church of Art Societies (18b Senatorska Street).
As usual, all concert venues take names related to the Festival’s theme. This year they refer to the titles of Beethoven's compositions: the headquarters of Sinfonia Varsovia – Pastoral (Concert Pavilion) and Egmont (Rehearsal Hall), the Teatr Wielki – Polish National Opera – Fidelio (Moniuszko Auditorium), Eroica (Redutowe Rooms), Moonlight (Backstage) and Bagatela (Chamber Hall), and the Church of Art Societies – Appassionata (Presbytery).
Tickets go on sale at the Teatr Wielki – Polish National Opera’s box office on 1 September at 11 AM. Tickets for the events on Thursday and Friday (23–24 September) will also be available at the Sinfonia Varsovia’s box office beginning one hour before each concert.
For more information about the Festival and ticket sales, please visit www.szalonednimuzyki.pl.
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