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Warszawa, 28 September 2021
Press release

La Folle Journée “Beethoven” 2021
came to an end!
[bookmark: __DdeLink__410_1077092282]23–26 September 2021
Sinfonia Varsovia, Teatr Wielki – Polish National Opera,
Church of Art Societies

The eleventh edition of La Folle Journée came to an end! This year, the Festival took place in the shadow of the pandemic, which made us modify its schedule for the safety of performers and listeners. Following government guidelines and restrictions, we were able to reach a wide audience. The Festival featured 32 concerts held over the course of 4 days and attracted more than ten thousand concertgoers to the headquarters of Sinfonia Varsovia, Teatr Wielki – Polish National Opera, and the Church of Art Societies.
[bookmark: __DdeLink__53_615619130]This year’s edition revolved around the music of Ludwig van Beethoven to celebrate the composer’s 250th birthday. Its monographic character allowed the audience to take a closer look at Beethoven’s rich oeuvre, ranging from his youthful compositions to his late masterpieces. This year’s program put special emphasis on the chamber repertoire – alongside Beethoven’s original compositions, the audience could also hear transcriptions of Beethoven's large-scale instrumental works for smaller ensembles.
The Festival’s seven stages hosted Sinfonia Varsovia's musicians playing in various ensembles and guest artists from Poland and abroad, including renowned conductors such as Alexander Liebreich, Bassem Akiki, and Jurek Dybał as well as world-class soloists such as Liya Petrova, François-Frédéric Guy, Jonas Vitaud, Marcin Masecki, Aurélien Pascal, Adrien Boisseau, Jakub Haufa, and Paul Lay. The line-up would not be complete without chamber ensembles, including the Lutosławski Piano Duo, Trio Owon, Meccore String Quartet, and Sinfonietta Cracovia. The program for the youngest listeners included the Smykofonia event, concerts with the Il Canto ensemble, and musical performances featuring Malina Sarnowska and Little Basil as well as the Play by Ear Theater. 
Beethoven’s music will also be the main focus of the Premiere Prelude: Beethoven – Romantic concert to be held on 9 October at the Teatr Wielki – Polish National Opera. The Orchestra of the Polish National Opera, conducted by Patrick Fournillier, will perform Ludwig van Beethoven's Piano Concerto No. 4 in G major, Op. 58, with Jan Lisiecki as soloist. For more information about this event, please follow this link. See you next year at the 12th edition of the Festival, which, as always, will be held on the last weekend of September.
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