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Warszawa, 22 September 2021
Press release
La Folle Journée “Beethoven” 
kicks off tomorrow
23–26 September 2021, Warsaw
Sinfonia Varsovia
Teatr Wielki – Polish National Opera
Church of Art Societies
La Folle Journée – the craziest festival of classical music – kicks off tomorrow. On Thursday and Friday, 23 and 24 September, concerts are held at Sinfonia Varsovia’s headquarters at 272 Grochowska Street, and on the weekend of 25 and 26 September, the Festival moves to the Theater Square: the Teatr Wielki – National Opera and the Church of Art Societies. Intense musical experiences from morning till night, the finest performers, and affordable ticket prices are the mainstays of the La Folle Journée – and so it will be this year as well. Guest soloists include Bulgarian violinist Liya Petrova and French pianist François-Frédéric Guy.
Ten Polish editions of La Folle Journée featured over 600 performances, hosted several thousand artists, and attracted over 350 thousand concertgoers. Since its inception, the Festival has been held at the Teatr Wielki – National Opera and organized by Sinfonia Varsovia. La Folle Journée started in France in 1995 and has been organized by the Centre de Réalisations et d'Études Artistiques à Nantes (CRÉA). The festival brought about a true revolution in the world of classical music, quickly gaining ground in other countries.
This year’s edition revolves around the music of Ludwig van Beethoven, for last December marked the 250th anniversary of the birth of this Viennese classic. "The Festival’s edition with this theme was to be held last season, but we were hindered by the pandemic," says Janusz Marynowski, the director of Sinfonia Varsovia. “We decided that Beethoven is too important to cancel the celebration of his great anniversary and we postponed it to this year."
La Folle Journée offers an opportunity to take a closer look at Beethoven's rich oeuvre: from his youthful compositions, through works marked by the tragedy of progressive hearing loss, to his late masterpieces. Alongside Beethoven's symphonic masterpieces and concertos, we will also hear his works for smaller ensembles, such as songs, sonatas, trio, quartets, and even a septet. The repertoire also includes transcriptions and arrangements of his works for various ensembles, pieces inspired by his music, and improvisations on themes from his works. Another highlight of this year’s edition is a series of educational events which introduce the life and music of the composer to the youngest listeners (including Little Basil’s boxes and spells – concerts no. 22 and 27 or For Elise and for all and Ludwig on a trip – Smykofonie concerts no. 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, and 8).
Sinfonia Varsovia will be performing as a full-scale orchestra (e.g. in Symphony No. 7 in A major, Op. 92, conducted by Alexander Liebreich – concert no. 25) as well as in smaller ensembles (e.g. as Sinfonia Varsovia Camerata in the arrangement of Piano Concerto No. 4 in G major, Op. 58 with pianist Jonas Vitaud as soloist – concert no. 12). It will be joined by guest artists from Poland (e.g. the Meccore String Quartet will play String Quartet No. 15 in A minor, Op. 132 – concert no. 23) and abroad (e.g. the Owon Trio will play Piano Trio in B-flat major, Op. 97, “Archduke” – concert no. 20). Alexander Liebreich, Bassem Akiki, and Jurek Dybał will stand on the conductor’s podium, while François-Frédéric Guy and Marcin Masecki will conduct Sinfonia Varsovia from the piano.
All concert venues take names related to the Festival’s theme. This year, they refer to the titles of Beethoven's compositions: the headquarters of Sinfonia Varsovia – Pastoral (Concert Pavilion) and Egmont (Rehearsal Hall), the Teatr Wielki – National Opera – Fidelio (Moniuszko Auditorium), Eroica (Redutowe Rooms), Moonlight (Backstage) and Bagatela (Chamber Hall), and the Church of Art Societies – Appassionata (Presbytery).
For more information on the Festival and ticket sales, please visit www.szalonednimuzyki.pl. The admission to concerts held at the Church of Art Societies (no. 14 and 29) is free, but the number of seats is limited.
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